
 
 

PHASE  1 STUDIO PREPARATION  
 
STARTS  Monday 30 August 
DUE  Friday 10 September at 2:15PM 
 
 
GENERAL These first two weeks are intended to provide you with the basic intellectual  
GOAL scaffolding for the rest of the semester. It involves reading, reflecting/debating, 

and producing conceptual work reaching beyond the traditional bounds of 
architecture to manifest peace and justice vis-à-vis today’s great social 
challenges.  

 
POSITION The best examples of architecture are buidings that transcends. By this, we mean 

structures that go well beyond successfully responding to functional, economic, 
sustainable, contextual, cultural, and symbolic expectations. Aesthetics is perhaps 
the most obvious ways to attain such goal. In beauty, we may find the ineffable, 
sublime, or immeasurable as great architects and philosophers have pointed out. 
But there is more to architectural transcendence than aesthetics, a path that, many 
would argue, is plagued with pitfalls leading to irresponsible hedonism, 
subjectivism, and escapism. Architecture in service of an ethical practice, while 
more horizontal and immanent than its aesthetic sister, may be a much wiser 
choice. After all, the pursuit of the good is the most direct and compassionate 
way not only to help others, nature, or the world but also to reach God as Michael 
Benedikt claims (2007). In other words, good ethics always leads us to, if not 
delivers, the ‘numinous.’ 

 
TOPIC Our 2021 Walton Studio addresses the ethical function of architecture. We will 

do so by considering the role of our discipline in the legacy of enslavement in the 
United States, how racism and dehumanization are perpetuated in the built 
environment, and what opportunities architecture has to seek truth, address harm, 
facilitate healing, and pursue justice. The vehicle to engage this topic will the 
design of a 20,000-30,000 sqft. Center for Truth, Witnessing, and Justice in rural 
Louisiana in close proximity to a former plantation. 
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TEAMWORK The Walton Studio asks you to work in teams of 2-3 individuals. 
 
 

READINGS 1 Selected readings from the following books, journal articles, and websites will 
provide the philosophical and architectural context to start this semester’s inquiry 
about truth and justice. 

 
 Smith. Clint. How the Word is Passed. Little, Brown and Company. New York. 2021. 

Prologue + Chapters “Monticello Plantation,” “The Whitney Plantation,” “Angola 
Prison,” and “New York City.” 
 
Davis, Edwin Adam. Plantation Life in the Florida Parishes of Louisiana, 1836-1846, as 
Reflected in the Diary of Bennet H. Barrow. AMS Press, New York, 1967. Excerpts 
accessible via https://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/barrow.htm  
 
Davis, Edwin Adams. “Bennet H. Barrow, Ante-Bellum Planter of the Felicianas.” The 
Journal of Southern History, vol. 5, no. 4, 1939, pp. 431–446. JSTOR, 
www.jstor.org/stable/2191826 . Accessed 20 Aug. 2021. Davis, Edwin Adams. “Bennet 
H. Barrow, Ante-Bellum Planter of the Felicianas.” The Journal of Southern History, vol. 
5, no. 4, 1939, pp. 431–446. JSTOR: www.jstor.org/stable/2191826. Accessed 20 Aug. 
2021. 
 
Crosbie, Michael & Thomas Fisher. “Thomas Fisher and On the Ethics of Architecture 
and Other Contradictions,” ArchDaily June 21, 2019. URL: 
https://www.archdaily.com/919412/thomas-fisher-on-the-ethics-of-architecture-and-
other-contradictions  
 
Natanson, Hannah. “They were once America’s cruelest, richest slave traders. Why does 
no one know their names?”. The Washington Post. September 14, 2019. URL: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/09/14/they-were-once-americas-cruelest-
richest-slave-traders-why-does-no-one-know-their-names/ . Accessed 20 August 2021. 
 
Robinson, Nathan J. 2016. “It Didn’t Pay Off.” Jacobin Magazine, October 1, 2016. 
URL: https://jacobinmag.com/2016/10/clinton-welfare-reform-prwora-tanf-lillie-harden .  
 
Walker, Richard. 2019. “The New Deal Didn’t Create Segregation.” Jacobin Magazine, 
June 18, 2019. https://jacobinmag.com/2019/06/the-color-of-law-richard-rothstein-review 

 
 
MEDIA NYC Department of Health. 2018. Undesign the Redline. (4 min 32 sec). URL: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2WVnrAwm-I&feature=youtu.be    
  
Ayers, Hannah, and Lance Warren. 2010. That World Is Gone. (approx 20 min.) URL: 
https://www.fieldstudiofilms.com/that-world-is-gone .  

 
 
READINGS 2 The following three materials (video, sound, and text) are intended to familiarize you 

with 2021 Walton Critic Trey Trahan’s ideas and work. More links are available in the 
studio webpage “OTHER”. 

 
 reSITE Podcast: “Trey Trahan on Building Sacred Spaces for Connection” (April 15, 

2021), URL: https://www.resite.org/stories/trey-trahan-on-building-sacred-spaces-for-
connection  
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ArchDaily Interviews: Trey Trahan (2009), Video (12 min 30 sec). URL: 
https://youtu.be/Qqcan0CeOR8  
 
“A Conversation with Trey Trahan, FAIA, Architecture’s Business-centric Polymath,” 
Archinect (Aug.31, 2020). URL: https://archinect.com/features/article/150213098/a-
conversation-with-trey-trahan-faia-architecture-s-business-centric-polymath  
 
Trahan, Trey. “Peace Architecture: The Case for Healing,” Fast Company (forthcoming -
- CONFIDENTIAL).   
 
Trahan Architects Record Files (two PDFs summarizing work and approach). Available 
in the Studio Google Drive.  Visit also firm’s website:  https://trahanarchitects.com  
 

 
PRECEDENTS There are six precedents to study. Each student team will get one of the following: 
 

1. Magnolia Mound Turner Family Visitors Center by Trahan Architects. 
2. Plantation precedents (for group of 3 students): the Myrtles, Rosedown, 

Greenwood (West Feliciana Parish) Oak Alley, Laura, Whitney (St. James 
and St. John Parishes). 

3. The Museum for the Abolition of Slavery, in Nantes, Brittany (France). 
4. National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum, 

Montgomery, Alabama. 
5. Monticello, Virginia. 
6. Louisiana State Penitentiary Penal Farm, Angola, Louisiana. 

 
 
PRODUCT 1  Student teams will deliver a 2,000 word paper (images up to students) and a 20 

minute PPT presentation integrating their reflections from the assigned readings. 
 
 
PRODUCT 2  Students should utilize their ordinary representation toolbox to carry out and 

communicate their analytical investigation of precedents. Ideally, your analytical 
work should fit on 11”x17” sheets but other formats are negotiable based on your 
particular approach (talk to instructor). While digital technology is a logical 
choice, students are encouraged to employ hand-diagrams over tracing paper to 
study the three dwellings. Students should consider the short time given, the 
topic, and the theoretical underpinnings to strategize their analytical approach.  
 

 
GRADE 10 % of the course grade 

 


